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further to formalize this apportioning, officials have been named to
appraise and evaluate the buildings which were left standing in the
city in order that, once this appraisal is satisfactorily made, to each
owner may be assigned his share pro rata in the amount paid for the
place. At a rough estimate it seems to work out that each owner will
contribute one-fourth of the value of his property and that in effect
...i(p.28).
Asked to state who of the responsible military officers deserted the
posts to which they had been detailed, and so gave an opportunity
to their men to flee and to the enemy to take the place, deponent
replied that, as he has said, by the governor's order he had gone with
the horse to patrol the beach and was not present when the English
broke through. However, because he saw our men with good spirit
awaiting the enemy in the work at the Caleta and inasmuch as they
stood there and fought, he thinks that no blame can be attached to
any person. He considers that had they remained there longer the
enemy would have killed and captured the most of ours, as they
captured Captain Alonso Bravo and killed his ensign, Juan Cosme
de la Sala, and others of his company, because of the enemy's
superior strength and the rest that he has deposed.
Asked to state what he learned of the force the enemy landed,
with which troops he took this city, deponent said that he under-
stood and had heard it said that the enemy landed over a thousand
men to take the city and that, to reinforce these, another three or
four hundred were to follow; and that these troops were resolute and
well armed to fight, being equipped with harquebuses, bows, pikes
and helmets.
Asked how many effectives we had at the Caleta when the enemy
arrived, deponent said he thought that not counting those who were
scattered elsewhere, there were at the Caleta at the time mentioned
about two hundred men, poorly equipped with arms suitable to
hand-to-hand fighting.
Asked to state whether he is informed how many men \vere killed
on both sides, he said that there is a wide divergence of opinion and
assertion on this point. Deponent has generally understood that we
lost about fifteen men; and they say the enemy lost about 27.
Asked if it is true that on the day the enemy's fleet was sighted,
His Majesty's galleys, which by his order were stationed here to
protect and guard this coast, did not go out to sea to harass him and
prevent him from entering the harbour but, on the contrary, kept
close to the wharf, this side of a chain which had been hung across
1 An omission in the original.